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¢ The Nawe of the Parsha @@

belong better at the end of the previous Parsha. For

[ A: first glance, the beginning of our Parsha would l And it is this fundamental incompatibility bef
*seV€M” and “eight” 10 which the Torah alludes by placing
ATl 1 & Parsha of S o= The Toral 1s feachis

the end of Passhas Tzav describes the first seven days Shemiini in & Parsha o

of inauguration of the Tabernacle, and the beginning
of our Parsha describes the final, eighth day of inau-

- Ihe 'orah is teaching us

thal "eight”, Tat Whieh is infinite and Godly, and “seven,” Z

the wardl

ly and the physical, cannet be mixed,

6 gusation, when the Divine presence finally descended P hat 5.tn 5;,1‘, that they cannct be mixed by man afore.
into the Tabernacla. T

by the paradox of matter and spirit. Thus, when man
follows God's command to perform a particular task with

By breaking 1o begin a new Farsha in the middie of this
story, the Torah appears to be hinting to us that the eighth -
day, while superficially a mere continuation of the days

([ that preceded it, actually had a totalty different character. 1\ opposites: that physical object Whos

Sa the discussion of the eighth day Shemini must begin a
new chapter, .

S ince there are seven days in the week, it follows that
=/ the number seven alludes to the cycle of the natural
world. Eight, therefore, represents that which is beyond

But God and His commands, of course, ate not bound |

a physica

object, we witness a most unlikely fusion_of
nature is to

canceai the presence of God, now hecomes g pure
expressiop of the infinite Divire Wilt,

between “seven” an

Thus,_the 613 mitzvos are, in eff 13 brid, ‘
"eight.” Cgnsequently, it is t rough !
Ve the observance. & NG, s presence will

. the world, the most sublime spiritual realm which defies becorrie visible within this physi e

any interaction-with physicality. Being truly infinite it can
have no meaningful refationship with the finite.
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€& Redemption—ike the eighth day of
om, when “the glory of God appeared to all

the people.”

(Based on Likutei Sichos vol. 17, p. 92f)
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14.6 THE SERPENT AT THE MIDDLFE

All that moves on ils befly. . . you shall not eat, Jor they are
loathsome.”

The middlemost letter of the Torah is the letter v of the
word “Nny” (belly).?

|
{ Just as the center of a circle is the point about which the ]
entire circle revolves, so this particular prohibition was placed |

single idea around which the entire Torah revolves. But is

\K \3 int the center of the Torah to teach us that it contains the

Q.\”\a"/\

the central concept of the Torah the prohibition against eat-
Qing snakes? Yes, if we understand the Torah on another level
of meaning, that the reptile referred to s | the Serpent of the
Garden of Eden. That snake, the Sages teach us, convinced
man to transgress God’s will by denying God's authority
over His creatures.” In its plain meaning this verse is a pio-

({ hibition against partaking of the flesh of a reptile. But the "y”
of “pm” was placed in the center of the Torah to suggest
another leve] of meaning, namely, that the essence of the entire
Torah is to have man reject the Serpents enticements. o
deny God’s sovereignty. On one level the verse teaches us

[6 that we may not receive PRVSICA] nourishment from the flesh

of a snake; on another level it teaches that we may not

receive spiritual npuﬁsmﬁrfmn‘rfﬁ?ﬁﬁeas_ Of the Serpent.
Both physically and idédlo'giéa].l}i,' then, this verse constitutes
the central “point” of the Torah.’

/ V. 1. The contrast to animals is the touchstone and the rock, by
which, and on which, the morality of men ptoves itself or splits asunder.
It was animal wisdom which lured the first human beings from their duty,
to-day it is the same animal wisdom which 'ééﬁ&"ﬁﬁgiﬂfé"fd’&éry sin,
The history of the Ffirst lapse is the history of all straying Trom the right
b pa.th._ Animals are really g 210 W DpINy. They have innate instinct, and
this instinct is the Voice of God, the Will of God for them. "'X;mrdingfy’
what they do in accordance with this Divine Providence which rules within '
them — and they do nothing else, can do nothing else — is good, and |
everything which this instinct keeps them back from doing, is bad. Animals
\| do no wrong, they have only their one nature that they are to follow. Not
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s0 Man. He is to decide tor the good and eschew evil from his own free
choice, and from the conscicusness of his duty; he is also to give his sen-
suous nature its due, not out of the allure of his senses, but from a feeling
of duty. Sensual enjoyment for him is to be a moral free-willed act, he 1s
never, and in to ways whatsocver, to be an animal. For that purpose he has
both, sensuality and godliness, within him, that which is good and right

must often oppese his sensuality, bad and evil must often appear attractive -

and tempting to him, so that for the sake of his high godly calling he practi-
ces the good and eschews the evil with the free-willed energy of his godly
nature, in spite of his sensuality, and never yields to passion. That is why

] the Voicc of God does not speak in him, but to him, to say what is ‘good

lo

and what is_bad, and this Voice of God speaking to him finds opposition
in his excited sensuality when this latter is allowed to s on its own, un-
touched and uncontrolled by his godly natire. The Voice of God breathed
into him — his conscience, whose messenger we have recognised shame to
be — only warns Man in general to be good and avoid evil, but what is
good and what is evil he has to hear from the Mouth of God. Animals have
only to develop their sensual nature, and their intelligence is completely
in the service of this nature. Man was not set in the paradise on the earth
to satisfy his sensual nature on the delights and food which it proffered;

}{ TR TAY?, it was to the service of God and His world that he was

%

3

called there. This service was his mission, and for this service the delights
of the paradisical fruits were permitted to him. Accordingly, animals may
test everything simply by their own individual natures, they are there only
for themselves. But Man is there for God and the world, and is joyfully
ta sacrifice his personal nature to this higher cailing. So that it is not out

of his personal nature, but out of its relation to this higher calling of
kils that Man has to find out what is good and what is bad for him. For

that_purpose the tree stood for him in all its glory, appealing to all his

senses, his whole personal nature must say to him “this is good”, and

God's Word had forbidden the cating of it as "bad”, That was to be fo
hit the model, the pattern and the rule for all pood and had for mankind,

that was for him the tree ol the knowledge of good and bad; as indeed)

our sages recognised in God's declaration concerning it (Cle [1,16) the
revelation of @/f the universal duties of mankind. Then the wisdom of the

% 2aimal world approached him in its cleverest representative, the serpene.

Yl

%

g

To an animal, cven to the wisest, it is incomprehensible how anybody
could pass over the most beautiful; most alluring, the best and most enjoy-
able food and romain indifferent to it. -~ Gp¥R X 3 98, “and even,
if -Grond has said so”, this beginning of the speech shows us mankind ;1ircmiy?
i conversation with the animal. The hwman being had already presented |
God's prohibition as the reasun for not cating. “"Well, and even if God:
fias said 50217 Is that a reason for your having to obey? s not the vrge
within you the Voice of God? If cating it is bad for you, why did He'
give the food the appeal to youand you the urge to cat it, Jdid He not
tell you thereby quite clearly that this food and you are there for each
other? Is not this Voice His carlier clearer Voice? Would God first create
the food and give you the longing for it, and then — would He forbid you
everything?

Thus spoke the serpent, and thus speaks animal wisdom to us still
to-day, cither straight out or cloaked in philosophical covering, when a
direct prohibition of God holds us at a distance from allurtng enjoyment
of our senses, and it exaggerates to-day as it did then, in the little that
i» prohibited, it overlooks all that is morally permitted, and presents God's
Law of morality as the enemy of a/f sensual enjoyment.
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